
message of Fatima which is 
important, and which does 
not require a long journey 
to Portugal. Prayer and 
penance are the message of 
Our Lady, and most partic-
ularly the prayer of repara-
tion: offering to God 
through Mary the suffer-
ings and sacrifices of life 
joyfully knowing that they 
do good for others. Let us 
remember that, in this 
way, our sufferings are 
never worthless! 

On Saturday, in Fatima in 
Portugal, the Holy Father 
Pope Francis has canonised 
the two children who were 
visionaries at Fatima and 
who died when they were 
young: St Francis Marto 
and St Jacinta Marto. Alt-
hough it was Lucia dos 
Santos, on the left in the 
photograph, who was the 
main recipient of the mes-
sages (and who died at the 
age of 97 in 2005), it is the 
two younger children who 
are the first to be raised to 
the altars. We pray that Sr 
Lucia, in due time, will 
also be beatified and can-

onised, so that the three 
who were united in seeing 
Our Lady at Fatima in 
1917, may be united in 
honour as saints. 

In October, those of us 
who went on last year’s 
parish pilgrimage were 
able to visit Fatima. It is 
not as picturesque as 
Lourdes as a shrine, but the 
faith of the people is very 
evident, and it was won-
derful to join the evening 
prayer of the Rosary and 
celebrate Mass there. 
While it is wonderful to 
visit the shrine, it is the 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Michael Garicoits 

1797-1863 
St Michael was the founder 
of the Sacred Heart Fathers 
of Betharram. Although he 
was from a poor family, his 
desire to become a priest 
meant that he worked hard 
to get together the money 
that was required to pursue 
his vocation. He was or-
dained at 26, and immedi-
ately started the promotion 

of frequent Communion 
and devotions to the Sa-
cred Heart. He founded 
the Sacred Heart Fathers to 
be a missionary order, to 
teach and to spread the 
devotion. The order was 
met with resistance, but 
his persistence saw the 
order approved 14 years 
after he died. He is buried 
in Betharram near to 
Lourdes. 
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on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm. 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  

Saturday 13th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Sunday 14th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  John Orme 

Fifth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Mick Fryer & Culshaw Family 

Easter    1.00pm Baptism  

  2.30pm   Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 15th 9.15am    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (St Anthony) 

Easter Feria   1.15pm  Requiem Mass Paul Johnson RIP 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 16th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Easter Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass Intention N Baker 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 17th       

Easter Feria       

Thursday 18th  5.00pm   Reception of Body Sheila Rogers RIP 

Easter Feria 6.00pm    Holy Mass Sheila Broad 

Friday 19th   9.30am  Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (SR) 

    6.00pm Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Saturday 20th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Easter Feria   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa & Mark Foden 

Sunday 21st                9.00am    Holy Mass  Mary Nixon 

Sixth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Phyllis Timmis 

Easter    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Easter Feria  12.30pm   Requiem Mass Sheila Rogers RIP 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery, 
when you can see Fr Julian to 
enquire about baptism, marriage 
or consult on any other matter 
will be on Monday 15th May 
from 7pm to 8pm. There is no 
need to book an appointment, 
but please phone on the day to 
check the hour is on. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for these intentions: 
St John’s: Ernie Beckett (TG) 
St Joseph’s: Clare Potts 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. 
Minimum donation £5. Please see Fr 
Julian  or, at St John’s, Tony Gian-
nasi.  

Today we pray the Luminous 
Mysteries before Mass. These 
mysteries recall the events of 
the life of Our Lord: 1. The 
Baptism of the Lord; 2. The 
Wedding at Cana; 3. The 

Proclamation of the Kingdom and Call to Repentance; 
4. The Transfiguration; 5. The Institution of the Holy 
Eucharist. Please come and join in the prayer of the 
Rosary before Mass each Sunday of May, starting 20 
minutes before Mass. 
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PASTORAL 

Alpha Testimony 
This Saturday and 
Sunday we will hear 
from some of those 
who took part in Al-
pha, and they will 
speak a little about their experience. 
Maybe you could come along to one 
of our Alphas starting in June! 

Alpha Male We are going to be 
running an Alpha for men only! It 
will run on Saturdays starting at 
10am and will take place at  The 
Cushion on Broadfield Road, begin-
ning on Saturday 10th June (note the 
cha nge  o f  da t e) .  A l l  men 
(recommended age 16+) from the 
parish and beyond are warmly wel-
come. Each session cunningly ends 
around opening time… This Alpha 

RENOVATION 
Disciple Groups It was wonderful 
to meet up with those who took part 
in our first Alpha on Friday evening. 
We enjoyed each other’s company 
and shared a meal together. As a re-
sult we are starting three Disciple 
Groups which will meet fortnightly. 
One group will be meeting on 
Wednesday evenings 7.30pm to 
9pm; another group will meet on 
Friday evenings from 7.30pm to 
9pm; a further group will meet on 
Saturday mornings 9am to 10.30am. 
They will meet for Bible study, 
friendship and prayer. If you would 
like to join a Disciple Group please 
see Fr Julian and he will be able to 
direct you to one. 

Month of Mary We need volun-
teers to lead the Rosary 20 minutes 
before Mass next Saturday/Sunday. 
This week we pray the Luminous 
Mysteries. Next week we pray the 
Sorrowful Mysteries. 

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 
There is a Mass for pilgrims travelling 
on the coach from North Staffs on 
Thursday 18th May at 6.30pm at 
Sacred Heart, Silverdale. Fr Julian 
will be the celebrant. 

May Procession The Procession of 
Our Lady at Packmoor is next Sun-
day at 3pm. Please come and join the 
traditional procession, followed by 
afternoon tea. There is a sign up list 
at the back of St Patrick’s to volun-
teer to bring items for the tea. 

First Communion Parents The 
next evening for First Communion 
families will now take place on 
Thursday 25th May at 6.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Academy.  

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-
wood, The Avenue, Kidsgrove on 
Tuesday, 23rd May at 10.30am. Any 
parishioners who feel called to come 
and share the joy of faith are most 
welcome. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Eva Hamilton who will be  bap-
tised today at St Patrick’s Church. 
Also welcome to Simon Noel 
Doherty who will be baptised today 
at St Joseph’s Church.  

Deaths 

Please pray also for the soul of Paul 
Johnson. The Requiem Mass will be 
offered for the repose of his soul on 
Monday 15th May at 1.15pm at St 
John’s Church. The burial will take 
place at Tunstall Cemetery.  

Please pray also for the soul of Sheila 
Rogers. The Requiem Mass will be 
offered for the  repose of her soul on 
Friday 19th May  at 12.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Church. The burial will take 
place at Silverdale Cemetery. There 
will be a reception of body the night 
before at 5pm. 

Requiescant in pace 

will be eight main sessions, so a little 
shorter than the full Alpha. 

English Martyrs’ Alpha We will 
be running Alpha at English Martyrs’ 
Biddulph, on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on Wednesday 14th June 
beginning at 6.30pm. This will be the 
full eleven week Alpha. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
There is going to be a Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. 
We already have a group of people 
wanting to go to the Conference. If 
you are interested please see Fr Jul-
ian. There is a cost, but nobody will 
be unable to go because of being 
short of funds.   

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. We are still in the planning 
stage, and there is still time to sign 
up.  We will have our next meeting 
to plan further fundraising on Sunday 
21st May at 5.00pm at St Joseph’s 
Church meeting room. 

The cost of the coach is £13 and will 
pick up from Meir, Hanley and 
Kidsgrove. To book a place please 
contact Matt ford on 07587 034299. 
Places are limited so please book ear-
ly. 

Biddulph Spring Fayre The fayre  
is this Saturday, 20th May at 10am,  
at Our Lady of Grace school hall.  
We need donation of items for the 
stalls; bottles, tombola, nearly new 
books, toys and bric a brac. We also 
need cakes on the day. Please make 
every effort to come along and sup-
port this event, which raises vital 
funds for the church.  

St Patrick’s Garden Party This 
year’s Garden Party will be on Satur-
day 1st July from 2pm until 4pm. 
Please keep the date free! All help 
gladly received. 

Day Trip to Liverpool A day trip 
organised by Father Hudson’s Young 
at Heart is on Tuesday 27th June. 



Entrance Antiphon: O Sing a new song to the 
Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the 
sight of the nations he has shown his deliver-
ance, alleluia. 
Psalm Response: May your love be upon us, O 
Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Jesus 
said: ’I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except 
through me.’ [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Easter IV  Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: I am the true vine and 
you are the branches, says the Lord. Whoev-
er remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in 
plenty, alleluia. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£363.50, Non Gift Aid £218.86. 
Total £582.36. Clergy Training Fund 
£217.06. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £251.50, Non 
Gift Aid £187.80. Total £439.30. 
Clergy Training Fund £117.00. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £209.00, Non 
Gift Aid £139.93. Total £348.93. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 14:1-12 

By His death, Resurrection and Ascension, Jesus has gone ahead to 
prepare a place for us in His Father's house. His Father's house is no 
longer a temple made by human hands. It is the spiritual house of the 
Church, built on the living stone of Christ's body. As Peter inter-
prets the Scriptures in today's Epistle, Jesus is the "stone" destined 
to be rejected by men but made the precious cornerstone of God's 
dwelling on earth. Each of us is called to be a living stone in God's 
building. In this edifice of the Spirit, we are to be "holy priests" of-
fering up "spiritual sacrifices"—all our prayer, work and inten-
tions—to God. This is our lofty calling as Christians. The Word of 
God continues its work in the world through the Church. We see its 
beginnings today in Jerusalem. It is destined to spread with influence 
and power, and to become the imperishable seed by which every 
heart is born anew.� 

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Stone 
The pilgrimage will take place on 
Saturday 27th May at St Dominic’s 
Convent, Stone. The day starts at 

Clergy Training Fund £265.20. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly draw 1st Prize £20, 
No.26 T Giannasi; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.139 B Lockett; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.159 N Cook.   

St John’s Spring Raffle St John’s 
are looking for the donations of bot-
tles of wine or spirits and chocolates 
for their spring raffle. Tickets will be 
on sale next week with all money 
raised going towards parish funds. 

10.30am and will finish with a Vigil 
Mass for Sunday at 3.15pm. Please 
contact Sr Julie on 07881 505425 for 
more details. 

Vocations Weekend A retreat 
weekend in Kent on 26th—28th May 
for young women considering the 
vocation to religious life. For more 
details contact Sr Lynne at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com. 

March for Life March 4 Life are 
organising the third annual event 
called ‘Lifefest17’ in Birmingham on 
20th May. The day includes Mass at 
the Cathedral at 10am, and then 
events in Victoria Square from 
11.45am, with main speakers includ-
ing Bishop Robert Byrne from 1pm. 
The March is at 2pm. The keynote 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. For bookings or 
enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter (A) 
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speaker is Catherine Adair, who once 
worked in the abortion industry but 
was converted to Catholicism and 
pro-life work through her experi-
ence. Prayer to be led by Bishop Pat-
rick McKinney. If you are interested 
in going please see Fr Julian 

Blue Iris Launch Event The Stoke 
on Trent Area Network for Disability 
would like to invite you to the launch 
of a new project to combat the fight 
against loneliness in the city. The 
date is Tuesday 6th June in the Wind-
sor Room, Stoke Town Hall at 11am 
to 12.30pm. If you want to attend 
the launch please contact Lesley 
Smith on 232236 or email Les-
ley.smith @stoke.gov.uk  

‘Sowing the Seeds’ - Growing in 
Faith Have you ever wished that you 
knew the Faith better, so as to be 
able to answer questions? Or thought 
you might help with explaining the 
Faith to others? “Sowing the seeds” is 
an 11 week course for those who 
would like to understand the Faith 
better and pass it on to others. It will 
be held on Tuesdays evenings, begin-
ning on 2nd May, from 7pm to 9pm 
in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, New-
castle. If you would like to enrol in 
this course please see Fr Julian or 
contact Teresa in the office for a 
form.  


